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THE EPIC OF GILGAMESH
(The Story of the Flood)

Imagine being an archeaologist [Turkish Assyriologist Hormuzd Rassam]. While digging in old Nineveh, in the mid 1800’s, in the library of an Assyrian King (Assurbanipal, 668–627 BC), you make a remarkable find. On 12 clay tablets you find the story of Gilgamesh, the king of Uruk (city of Babylon) who reigned somewhere between 2750 and 2500 BC.
 While written in the Akkadian language, you learn it was first written in around 2000 BC in Sumerian cuneiform writing, some of the oldest writing known to exist (3,300 BC). It is later concluded that you may have found “the oldest written story on Earth.”
 While written as an epic, a poem containing much mythology, you learn that Gilgamesh was a very likely a real person who ruled over a real place and people.
 

You begin to read story:  (the following summary is Frank Lorey’s) 
The story starts by introducing the deeds of the hero Gilgamesh. He was one who had great knowledge and wisdom, and preserved information of the days before the flood. Gilgamesh wrote on tablets of stone all that he had done, including building the city walls of Uruk and its temple for Eanna. He was an oppressive ruler, however, which caused his subjects to cry out to the "gods" to create a nemesis to cause Gilgamesh strife.

After one fight, this nemesis—Enkidu—became best friends with Gilgamesh. The two set off to win fame by going on many dangerous adventures in which Enkidu is eventually killed. Gilgamesh then determines to find immortality since he now fears death. It is upon this search that he meets Utnapishtim, the character most like the Biblical Noah.15
Tablet XI reads: (These are excerpts and not the entire text)
Utanapishtim spoke to Gilgamesh, saying:  "I will reveal to you, Gilgamesh, a thing that is hidden, a secret of the gods I will tell you! Shuruppak, a city that you surely know, situated on the banks of the Euphrates, that city was very old, and there were gods inside it. The hearts of the Great Gods moved them to inflict the Flood.

O man of Shuruppak, son of Ubartutu: Tear down the house and build a boat! Abandon wealth and seek living beings! Spurn possessions and keep alive living beings! Make all living beings go up into the boat. The boat which you are to build, its dimensions must measure equal to eachmother: its length must correspond to its width.
I laid out its (interior) structure and drew a picture of it (?). I provided it with six decks, thus dividing it into seven (levels). The inside of it I divided into nine (compartments).  I drove plugs (to keep out) water in its middle part. I saw to the punting poles and laid in what was necessary. Three times 3,600 (units) of raw bitumen I poured into the bitumen kiln, three times 3,600 (units of) pitch ...into it….
The boat was finished by sunset. The launching was very difficult. They had to keep carrying a runway of poles front to back, until two-thirds of it had gone into the water(?). Whatever I had I loaded on it:  whatever silver I had I loaded on it, whatever gold I had I loaded on it. All the living beings that I had I loaded on it, I had all my kith and kin go up into the boat, all the beasts and animals of the field and the craftsmen I had go up.

Shamash (sun-god) had set a stated time: 'In the morning I will let loaves of bread shower down, and in the evening a rain of wheat! Go inside the boat, seal the entry!' That stated time had arrived. In the morning he let loaves of bread shower down, and in the evening a rain of wheat. I watched the appearance of the weather--the weather was frightful to behold! I went into the boat and sealed the entry. For the caulking of the boat, to Puzuramurri, the boatman,

I gave the palace together with its contents. Just as dawn began to glow there arose from the horizon a black cloud.

All day long the South Wind blew ..., blowing fast, submerging the mountain in water, overwhelming the people like an attack. No one could see his fellow, they could not recognize each other in the torrent. The gods were frightened by the Flood, and retreated, ascending to the Heaven of Anu. The gods were cowering like dogs, crouching by the outer wall.

Ishtar shrieked like a woman in childbirth, the sweet-voiced Mistress of the Gods wailed: The olden days have alas turned to clay, because I said evil things in the Assembly of the Gods!

How could I say evil things in the Assembly of the Gods, ordering a catastrophe to destroy my people!! No sooner have I given birth to my dear people than they fill the sea like so many fish!'

Six days and seven nights came the wind and flood, the storm flattening the land. When the seventh day arrived, the storm was pounding, the flood was a war—struggling with itself like a woman writhing (in labor).The sea calmed, fell still, the whirlwind (and) flood stopped up. I looked around all day long--quiet had set in and all the human beings had turned to clay!’

I opened a vent and fresh air (daylight!) fell upon the side of my nose. I fell to my knees and sat weeping, tears streaming down the side of my nose. I looked around for coastlines in the expanse of the sea, and at twelve leagues there emerged a region (of land).

On Mt. Nimush the boat lodged firm, Mt. Nimush held the boat, allowing no sway. One day and a second Mt. Nimush held the boat, allowing no sway.  A third day, a fourth, Mt. Nimush held the boat, allowing no sway. A fifth day, a sixth, Mt. Nimush held the boat, allowing no sway.

When a seventh day arrived I sent forth a dove and released it. The dove went off, but came back to me; no perch was visible so it circled back to me. I sent forth a swallow and released it. The swallow went off, but came back to me; no perch was visible so it circled back to me. I sent forth a raven and released it. The raven went off, and saw the waters slither back. It eats, it scratches, it bobs, but does not circle back to me.
Then I sent out everything in all directions and sacrificed (a sheep). I offered incense in front of the mountain-ziggurat. The gods smelled the savor, the gods smelled the sweet savor.

· Fast forward to 2014 and you (Matt at Helton Drive in 2009) are talking with a co-worker about the Lord and the Bible. He questions the inspiration of the bible and refers to the Epic of Gilgamesh. Which came first, the story of a flood in the Epic of Gilgamesh or the story as told by Moses in the book of Genesis? Did Moses simply copy from a text such as this?  
·  “The most widely accepted explanation today is … that the biblical account is based on Babylonian material. This theory poses an awkward problem for Christians. While the fact that there are flood legends like the Genesis Flood account in most cultures around the world is used to testify to the reliability of the Bible, the Gilgamesh Epic is used to deny the authority of the Bible because of its predating. According to the extant clay tablets, scholars reckon the time of the first compilation of the Epic in Akkadian around the second millennium B.C. Since there is a Sumerian version behind the Akkadian, the Epic is, “…upon any view of the date of the Book of Genesis, considerably older than the biblical narrative.”  (Nozomi Osanai)
              (http://www.answersingenesis.org/home/area/flood/introduction.asp)

WHAT DO THE SIMILARITIES AND THE DIFFERENCES PROVE?
· “There have been numerous flood stories identified from ancient sources scattered around the world. The stories that were discovered on cuneiform tablets, which comprise some of the earliest surviving writing, have obvious similarities. … While there are differences between the original Sumerian and later Babylonian and Assyrian flood accounts, many of the similarities are strikingly close to the Genesis flood account.” 
· As noted above, the flood accounts in the Gilgamesh Epic and Genesis have many common elements. Merrill F. Unger proposes that both accounts share the following characteristics: (1) state that the deluge was divinely planned, (2) agree that the impending catastrophe was divinely revealed to the hero of the deluge, (3) connect the deluge with defection in the human race, (4) tell of the deliverance of the hero and his family, (5) assert that the hero of the deluge was divinely instructed to build a huge boat to preserve life, (6) indicate the physical causes of the flood, (7) specify the duration of the flood, (8) name the landing place of the boat, (9) tell of the sending forth of birds at certain intervals to ascertain the decrease of the waters, (10) describe acts of worship by the hero after his deliverance, and (11) allude to the bestowment of special blessings upon the hero after the disaster.  
·  “The second hypothesis—that the Genesis account is dependent on the Epic—has significant difficulties. According to this hypothesis, the author of the Genesis account would have needed to revise the Epic as follows: change the concept of god from polytheism to absolute monotheism and add the strong, consistent moral motivation for the Flood by establishing God as righteous and gracious; write clear descriptions that show the Flood as universal in order to make the whole account consistent; change the character of the survivors to portray them as righteous and worthy to be saved; specify the survivors as four couples who are capable of replenishing the human race; add their descendants’ genealogy which agrees with the secular historical records; add the details about animals being included in pairs of every kind for the preservation of the created kinds; improve the source of the Flood from only rain to rain and underground water sufficient to cover the whole world; specify the duration of the Flood from only six days and nights and unspecified days to more than one year which is adequate for a universal Flood; redesign the structure of the Ark from the unstable cube to the ideal safe design for floating; change the order and the kind of the birds of the test flights in order to make them more logical; specify seven days interval between each test flight; and add the account of the freshly plucked olive leaf which is botanically realistic and more informative than the Epic.”  (Nozomi Osanai) 
· “A popular theory, proposed by liberal "scholars," said that the Hebrews "borrowed" from the Babylonians, but no conclusive proof has ever been offered. The differences, including religious, ethical, and sheer quantity of details, make it unlikely that the Biblical account was dependent on any extant source from the Sumerian traditions.”
(The Flood of Noah and the Flood of Gilgamesh by Frank Lorey, M.A.)

(http://www.icr.org/article/noah-flood-gilgamesh/)
We should not be surprised to find such flood stories from all over the world.
· “Similar flood accounts are found all over the world. The flood story is told by the Greeks, the Hindus, the Chinese, the Mexicans, the Algonquins, and the Hawaiians.”

 (“The New Evidence That Demands a Verdict,” Josh McDowell, p. 377)

· Some say there are around 200 stories.

· The Sumerian King List shows Gilgamesh in the first dynasty of Uruk reigning for 126 years. This length of time is not a problem when compared with the age of the pre-flood patriarchs of the Bible. Indeed, after Gilgamesh, the kings lived a normal life span as compared with today. The King List is also of interest as it mentions the flood specifically—"the deluge overthrew the land.”  (Lorey)
· “For instance, the Pawnee tribe in Nebraska has the following tradition: the creator Ti-ra-wa destroyed the first people, who were giants, by water because of his indignation about their corruption and after that he created a man and a woman like present people, who became the Pawnees’ ancestors.” (Osanai) 
· “In addition, the Miao tribe who resides in southwest China had a tradition which is like the Genesis account even before they met Christian missionaries.  According to their tradition, when god destroyed the whole world by the flood because of wickedness of man, Nuah the righteous man and his wife Matriarch, their three sons, Lo Han, Lo Shen, and Jah-hu survived by building a very broad ship and embarked on it with pairs of animals.” (ibid)
· Is this not evidence that such an event actually happened?
· “From the early days of the comparative study of these two flood accounts, it has been generally agreed that there is an obvious relationship. The widespread nature of flood traditions throughout the entire human race is excellent evidence for the existence of a great flood from a legal/historical point of view.” (Lorey)  

THE SEARCH FOR THE MEANING OF LIFE   (man’s common quest)
· “Like Siduri, Utnapishtim asks Gilgamesh, "Where are you hurrying to?" and in answer to Gilgamesh's question, "How shall I find the life for which I am searching?" he says, "There is no permanence."  
(Storytelling, the Meaning of Life, and The Epic of Gilgamesh by Arthur A. Brown)
              (From http://eawc.evansville.edu/essays/brown.htm)
·  “Thematically, The Epic of Gilgamesh was about man's struggle with death and mortality. This story spoke of man's innate desire to live eternally. Though Gilgamesh was given two chances at immortality, he failed, and was forced to continue life as a mortal. Interestingly enough, when Gilgamesh was confronted with the reality that he must remain a mortal he reverted back to praising his human accomplishments because he knows that these accomplishments will remain far longer than he did upon the earth.”
                                          (http://hubpages.com/hub/Epic-of-Gilgamesh-summary)

CONCLUSIONS:
· There is no reason at all that the Epic of Gilgamesh should shake our faith in the inspiration of the Bible.

· Oldest writings known to man are found in the very area where man was created and where, after the flood, the story of the tower of Babel took place.

· Stories like this may actually add to the credibility of the Bible story. (archaeology)
· The search for meaning and immortality has been going on for a long time.

· What is the evidence that points us towards the answers?

· The story of Jesus? The resurrection? Fulfilled prophecies?
· Would we throw out the evidences for these truths because of the story of a flood on a clay tablet found in Assyria?

Original outline: Helton Drive, Oct. 4, 2009  
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.icr.org/article/noah-flood-gilgamesh/" ��http://www.icr.org/article/noah-flood-gilgamesh/� “The Flood of Noah and the Flood of Gilgamesh” by Frank Lorey, M.A. “The Epic of Gilgamesh is contained on twelve large tablets, and since the original discovery, it has been found on others, as well as having been translated into other early languages. The actual tablets date back to around 650 B.C. and are obviously not originals since fragments of the flood story have been found on tablets dated around 2,000 B.C. Linguistic experts believe that the story was composed well before 2,000 B.C. compiled from material that was much older than that date. The Sumerian cuneiform writing has been estimated to go as far back as 3,300 B.C.”


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ancienttexts.org/library/mesopotamian/gilgamesh/" ��http://www.ancienttexts.org/library/mesopotamian/gilgamesh/�  “The Epic of Gilgamesh is, perhaps, the oldest written story on Earth. It comes to us from Ancient Sumeria, and was originally written on 12 clay tablets in cuneiform script. It is about the adventures of the historical King of Uruk (somewhere between 2750 and 2500 BCE).”


� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilgamesh_flood_myth" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilgamesh_flood_myth�  Gilgamesh’s supposed historical reign is believed to have been approximately � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2700_BC" \o "2700 BC" �2700 BC�,� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilgamesh_flood_myth" \l "cite_note-1#cite_note-1" �[2]� shortly before the earliest known written stories. The discovery of artifacts associated with � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aga_of_Kish" \o "Aga of Kish" �Aga� and � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enmebaragesi" \o "Enmebaragesi" �Enmebaragesi� of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kish_(Sumer)" \o "Kish (Sumer)" �Kish�, two other kings named in the stories, has lent credibility to the historical existence of Gilgamesh.
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