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Intro.  Welcome to this period of investigation into ancient worship practices.  The questions relating to God’s desire for mechanical instruments are fascinating and intriguing.  Please take this journey with us as we compare, and contrast the public worship of God’s Old Testament people.
I. Musical Instruments in Old Testament Public Worship
A. Tabernacle – the only instrument used was the trumpet

1. Numbers 10:1 – 2

2. Numbers 10:8

3. Numbers 10:10

4. These two trumpets were the only musical instruments used in public worship throughout the time of the Tabernacle until David.
5. As with all other elements of worship at the Tabernacle, the use of musical instruments was regulated by divine command.  (Ex. 40)  “just as”
6. Note: we are not discussing personal use of instruments prior to or during the time of worship in the Tabernacle.

B. Temple Worship in the days of David

1. A distinctive change takes place regarding God’s worship in the days of king David.
2. The Levites were no longer needed to transport the Tabernacle.

3. David began to use them as professional singers and musicians  (1 Chr. 16:1-6; 23:1-5) 
4. Read (1 Chr. 23:25 – 26). “For David said, "The LORD God of Israel has given rest to His people, that they may dwell in Jerusalem forever";  26  and also to the Levites, "They shall no longer carry the tabernacle, or any of the articles for its service."
C. Why the change in Worship in the Temple?
1. We are not told why initially.

a. Was it merely David’s personal preference or desire?

b. Was it the desire to make the worship more festive or appealing?

c. Was it that instrumental music had become more culturally appealing?

2. Reason given regarding why the change in worship  (2 Chron. 29:25 – 27)  “He then stationed the Levites in the house of the LORD with cymbals, with harps, and with lyres, according to the command of David and of Gad the king's seer, and of Nathan the prophet; for the command was from the LORD through His prophets.26  And the Levites stood with the musical instruments of David, and the priests with the trumpets. 27  Then Hezekiah gave the order to offer the burnt offering on the altar. When the burnt offering began, the song to the LORD also began with the trumpets, accompanied by the instruments of David, king of Israel.”

D. Hezekiah sought to restore the Temple worship.

1. Questions had to be answered regarding how God should be worshipped musically:
a. First, should musical instruments be used at all?
b. Secondly, if they should be, what specific instruments should be used?

2. Hezekiah did not presume to act, but rather, sought divine command.
3. Hezekiah found that God had authorized only certain musical instruments for His worship.

4. “And he stationed the Levites in the house of the LORD with cymbals, with stringed instruments, and with harps, according to the commandment of David…

5. “The Levites stood with the instruments of David, and the priests with the trumpets.” (29:25 – 26)
6. “So all the assembly worshiped, the singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded; all this continued until the burnt offering was finished. 29  And when they had finished offering, the king and all who were present with him bowed and worshiped.” (2 Chron. 29:28 – 29)  

a. Instruments began and ended with the sacrificing of the burnt offering.

b. Instrumental music in the Temple was tied to the sacrifices.

E. Where did this command come from?
1. “according to the command of David and of Gad the king's seer, and of Nathan the prophet; for the command was from the LORD through His prophets.”

2. Here is the reason why these instruments of music were added to Temple worship.

3. It was the command of the Lord through His prophets.
a. David had no liberty to alter God’s worship because of personal desire or musical inclinations.
b. He had no authority to make any additions because he felt they would enhance the experience of worship or make it more joyful.
c. David could only act by divine authority and please the Lord.

4. Just as God had regulated the instruments used in the Tabernacle, through his prophet Moses,  thus, he regulated the instruments of the Temple through his prophets, Gad, Nathan and David.

F. What is included under this “command of David”   (1 Chron. 16:4 – 7) “And he appointed some of the Levites as ministers before the ark of the LORD, even to celebrate and to thank and praise the LORD God of Israel:  5  Asaph the chief, and second to him Zechariah,…with musical instruments, harps, lyres; also Asaph played loud-sounding cymbals,6  and Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests blew trumpets continually before the ark of the covenant of God. 7  Then on that day David first assigned Asaph and his relatives to give thanks to the LORD.”
1. The “command of David” was his appointment of some of the Levites as ministers to give thanks with musical instruments, harps, lyres, … cymbals… trumpets.”

2. We have two sets of instruments:

a. Trumpets, as prescribed by God through Moses.

b. “Musical instruments of David”  (2 Chr. 29:26)
G. This “command of David” was to continue in the worship within the Temple.  (1 Chron. 23:1 – 5)  “Now when David reached old age, he made his son Solomon king over Israel.  2  And he gathered together all the leaders of Israel with the priests and the Levites. 3  And the Levites were numbered from thirty years old and upward, and their number by census of men was 38,000.  4  Of these, 24,000 were to oversee the work of the house of the LORD; and 6,000 were officers and judges,  5  and 4,000 were gatekeepers, and 4,000 were praising the LORD with the instruments which David made for giving praise.
H. This command for the Levites to use instrumental music in the Temple was a part of God’s directed plan.  

1. (1 Chron. 28:11 – 13, 19)  “Then David gave to his son Solomon the plan of the porch of the temple, its buildings, its storehouses, its upper rooms, its inner rooms, and the room for the mercy seat;  12  and the plan of all that he had in mind, for the courts of the house of the LORD, and for all the surrounding rooms, for the storehouses of the house of God, and for the storehouses of the dedicated things;  13  also for the divisions of the priests and the Levites and for all the work of the service of the house of the LORD and for all the utensils of service in the house of the LORD;… "All this," said David, "the LORD made me understand in writing by His hand upon me, all the details of this pattern." (19)
2. This divine inspiration included the assignments for the Levites including the use of musical instruments.

3. John L. Girardeau (1825 – 1898), a Presbyterian Professor at Columbia Theological Seminary, commented on the above passages:

a. “When the temple was to be built, …David received a divine revelation in regard to it, just as Moses had concerning the tabernacle with its ordinances…Instrumental music would not have been constituted an element in the Temple-worship, had not God expressly authorized it by his command.”

I. Principles Reviewed:
1. God has always regulated His worship even in regard to musical instruments both in the tabernacle and the Temple.

a. The use of musical instruments in worship has never been a matter of liberty for men to do as they please.

b. The Lord has clearly placed instruments in worship under His own authority.

2. God has regulated even the specific instruments to be used.

3. The “command of David” concerning worship included the introduction of Levitical singers along with the trumpets of Moses and the “instruments of David.”

4. There is no indication of any additional instruments used in the Temple throughout the time of the Old Covenant.

II. “The command of David,”  precedent for all efforts to restore Temple worship
A. Solomon  institutes Temple worship:
1. (2 Chron. 5:11 – 13) “And it came to pass when the priests came out of the Most Holy Place …and the Levites who were the singers,… having cymbals, stringed instruments and harps, and with them one hundred and twenty priests sounding with trumpets; 13  indeed it came to pass, when the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the LORD, and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music,”  v. 14  “glory of the Lord filled the house of God.”
2. Why did Solomon authorize this activity? (2 Chron. 8:14) “And, according to the order of David his father, he appointed the divisions of the priests for their service, the Levites for their duties (to praise and serve before the priests) as the duty of each day required, and the gatekeepers by their divisions at each gate; for so David the man of God had commanded.”
3. Note the pattern of temple worship being restored over and over as men looked  back to “the command of David.”
4. How should God be worshipped?
a. Should singing and musical instruments be brought into the house of the Lord?

b. If so, what specific instruments should be used?

B. Reform led by the priest, Jehoida, approx. 170 years after David.  (2 Chron. 23:18) “Then Jehoiada placed the oversight of the temple of the LORD in the hands of the priests, who were Levites, to whom David had made assignments in the temple, to present the burnt offerings of the LORD as written in the Law of Moses, with rejoicing and singing, as David had ordered.”
C. Reform lead by king Hezekiah, about 300 years after David  (2 Chron. 29)
D. Reform led by king Josiah, about 380 years after David  (2 Chron.35:4, 15) “"Prepare yourselves according to your fathers' houses, according to your divisions, following the written instruction of David king of Israel and the written instruction of Solomon his son…. And the singers, the sons of Asaph, were in their places, according to the command of David, Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun the king's seer.”
E. Rebuilding of the Temple, 550 years after David.  
1. Zerubbabel the prince and Jeshua the priest re – establish worship in the second temple.

2. (Ezra 3:10)  “When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests stood in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD, according to the ordinance of David king of Israel.”
F. Nearly 600 years after David,  reforms under Nehemiah  - 

1. Levites are given assignments (12:24)  “And the heads of the Levites were Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua the son of Kadmiel, with their brothers across from them, to praise and give thanks, group alternating with group, according to the command of David the man of God.”
2. Wall – rededication  (Neh. 12:35 – 36) “and some of the priests' sons with trumpets; …with the musical instruments of David the man of God.”

3. Temple assignments  (12:45 – 46)  “Both the singers and the gatekeepers kept the charge of their God and the charge of the purification, according to the command of David and Solomon his son. 46  For in the days of David and Asaph of old there were chiefs of the singers, and songs of praise and thanksgiving to God.”
G.  Principles reviewed:
1. The men of the Old Testament always viewed musical instruments in public worship as under God’s authority.

a. The use of musical instruments in worship has never been a matter of liberty for men to do as they please.

b. The Lord has clearly placed instruments in worship under His own authority.

2. The people of God continued to look back hundreds of years to what God had commanded through David in the Scripture.

3. They brought only those instruments into worship.

4. Even in the days of Nehemiah, 600 years after David, they limited the musical instruments to be used in worship to those which God approved.

5. They never assumed they had authority to bring any other instruments into God’s worship without clear divine command.

H. Advocates of mechanical instruments of music in the worship of the church claim that people may bring any instrument they desire.
1. It is assumed that God has not specified or approved which instruments are acceptable to Him.

2. This was clearly not the view of Old Testaments restorers of worship.
3. During the 70 years of captivity the Israelites were exposed to various instruments (cf. Dan. 3:5,7).

a. We may assume that personal desires and preferences of children and grandchildren may have changed during captivity.

b. But when they returned to Israel, they laid aside their personal preferences when it came to the worship of God.

c. They were careful not to use any of the instruments of Babylon, but only those commanded by God through the prophets, including David.

I. The Same Principle of Temple worship restoration was observed regarding the restoring of the sacrificial system.
1. Looking back to Moses the prophet of God:

a. (2 Chron. 23:18) “Also Jehoiada appointed the oversight of the house of the LORD to the hand of the priests, the Levites, whom David had assigned in the house of the LORD, to offer the burnt offerings of the LORD, as it is written in the Law of Moses, with rejoicing and with singing, as it was established by David.
b. (2 Chron. 31:3)  “The king also appointed a portion of his possessions for the burnt offerings: for the morning and evening burnt offerings, the burnt offerings for the Sabbaths and the New Moons and the set feasts, as it is written in the Law of the LORD.”
c. (Ezra 3:2)  “Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak and his brethren the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and his brethren, arose and built the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings on it, as it is written in the Law of Moses the man of God.”

2. “as it is written in the Law of the Lord”  (Neh. 8:14 -1 5; 10:34 – 36; 13:1) and
3. “according to the word of the Lord by Moses”  (2 Chron. 35:6,12)

4. Point:  Both sets of recurring phrases, those that relate to the sacrificial system and those with instrumental music in worship are remarkably similar.

a. Just as these men looked back to Moses, the man of God, for authority concerning sacrifices, so they looked back to David, the man of God, for authority concerning the use of instrumental music in worship.

b. The divine authority concerning musical instruments was no less than the divine authority concerning the sacrifices.

c. Both had been revealed by God through His prophets.

5. Note:  The Jews then and now recognized that the instruments of music were tied to the worship in the temple.

6. Instruments of music were never used in synagogue worship.

III. Conclusion:  
A. Will we look to Scripture alone to govern our thinking in regard to musical instruments in worship, or will we look to human reasoning?
B. Once God has declared His will on any subject in the Scripture, we have no right to think otherwise apart from further evidence from Scripture.
1. We have as much right to disregard the precepts and precedents of Christ regarding what worship He approves as we do to disregard His sacrifice and how He directs that we remember it.

2. If we can change the music we can change the Lord’s Supper.

C. The question we will consider in our next study is:  What is the historical evidence regarding the public worship of God’s New Testament people?  Please join us.
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